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Phase IV Purpose & Background 
 Phase IV (Final MBI) is a Corps only phase without WCA 

equivalent 

 

 By rule, the final instrument (MBI & Plan) must be provided to 

the IRT by the Sponsor at the same time it’s sent to the Corps 

 

 According to the rule, the final phase of the review process is 

a yes/no decision by the Corps on whether or not to approve 

the bank and sign the instrument.   

 

 This phase includes a dispute resolution process for IRT 

members that disagree with the Corps’ final determination on 

whether or not to approve the bank. 

 

 

     Reference 33 CFR 332.8(d)(8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phase IV Purpose & Background 

PM Actions once a Final MBI is received: 
 

1. Confirm final instrument has been 

provided to the IRT 

2. PM reviews final instrument and 

verifies all issues identified in the 

status update letter have been 

satisfactorily addressed 

3. PM recommends to District whether 

to sign or not sign the MBI 



Phase IV Purpose & Background 

PM Actions once a Final MBI is received: 
 

5. PM notifies IRT of Branch decision 

on final MBI 

6. Fifteen days after notification of 

intent to approve/disapprove 

instrument, IRT members objecting 

to Corps decision must notify the 

Corps 

7. If IRT members object, PM initiates 

dispute resolution process.  

Otherwise PM routes MBI to BC for 

signature along with approval letter  



Getting from Draft to Final 

 A simple way to address process issues associated with Phase 

IV is to have the Sponsor submit a draft Final instrument for 

review prior to submission of the final to the IRT and Corps 

 

 Benefits? 

1) Allows for internal review prior to submission of the final 

instrument to identify and edits/changes that need to be 

made before it can be signed 

2) Saves duplication and mailing costs to the Sponsor 

3) Streamlines review process once the final MBI is submitted 

4) Takes advantage of dialogue between the PM and Sponsor 

that is occurring already 

 

 



Getting the Final MBI Signed 

 Sponsor must explain in writing how the final 

instrument addresses the comments provided by the 

Corps and IRT (in the status update letter) 

 

 The final instrument must contain the information 

items listed in paragraphs (d)(6)(ii) through (d)(6)(iii) 

 

 Ensure that all information in the MBI (and all 

appendices) is consistent 

 

 

 



Getting the Final MBI Signed 

 Submit copies of the Final MBI (with Mitigation Plan & 

all other Appendices) to both the Corps & all 

members of the IRT at the same time 

 

 Ensure that the Final MBI & Final Mitigation Plan are 

consistent  

 

 



Questions?? 


